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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is regarding application 10/813873 filed March 31, 2004. Claims 1-24, 
originally filed, are currently pending and have been given consideration below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 7-8, 11-13, and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Brandon et al. (US Patent No. 5766389) and further in view of Yeo (US Patent No. 5503076). 
Regarding claim 1, Brandon teaches, a method of printing a moving substrate comprising: 
supplying a moving substrate (figure 5, moving substrate '66,') to a first converting operation 
(figure 5, moving substrate '66,' and column 2, 1 24-32, and column 13, 1 15-19); 

printing (column 12, 1 25-27) at least one first graphic on the moving substrate (figure 1, 
registered graphic '38'); 

supplying the moving substrate with the first graphic (registered graphic '38') to a second 
converting operation (column 2, 1 32-35); and printing (column 12, 1 25-27) at least one second 
graphic on the moving substrate [column 6, 1 49-51, (a plurality of distinct and separate 
graphics)]. 

Brandon fails to objectively teach, but Yeo discloses, wherein contact printing utilizes a gravure 
printer, flexographic printer, offset printer, or screen printer (column 10, 1 46-48, flexographic 
printing press) and wherein the non-contact printing utilizes a wax jet printer, ink jet printer, 
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laser jet printer, or bubble jet printer (column 9, 1 7-10). Insofar as the combined references are 
analogous arts from the same field of endeavor of absorbent article processing and graphics, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of 
printing a moving substrate as taught by Brandon, to include contact and non-contact printing as 
taught by Yeo, in that it is well known and conventional in the printing art to use contact printing 
such as the flexographic printing press (column 10, 1 46-48) and non-contact printing such as ink 
jet printing equipment (Yeo, column 8, lines 49-52). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Yeo teaches, wherein the contact printing utilizes a gravure printer or 
flexographic printer (column 10, 1 46-48, flexographic printing press) and wherein the non- 
contact printing utilizes an ink jet printer (column 9, 1 7-10). 

Regarding claim 5, Yeo teaches, wherein the moving substrate is traveling at least 100 feet per 
minute during the non-contact printing (column 10, 1 41-42, and column 9, 17-10, (ink jet 
printing)). 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, Brandon teaches wherein the second converting operation produces 
disposable absorbent articles and the moving substrate forms an outer cover (column 11,1 20-28, 
outer cover '34') of the articles (column 4, 1 43-55 and column 12, 1 47-58), and the moving 
substrate forms a bodyside liner or an absorbent of the articles (figures 3 and 4, absorbent pad 
'32'). 

Regarding claims 11-13, Brandon and Yeo teach the limitations for the method of claim 1, and 
Yeo discloses, wherein the substrate is a laminate comprising a film layer (column 10, 1 39, 
polyethylene film) and a nonwoven layer (column 10, 1 40-41, polypropylene spunbonded web) 
and the first graphic is printed on the film layer and the second graphic is printed on the 
nonwoven layer (column 8, 1 42-48); and 

wherein the substrate is a laminate comprising a film layer and a nonwoven layer and the first 
graphic is printed on the nonwoven layer and the second graphic is printed on the nonwoven 
layer (column 3, 1 33-43); and 

wherein the substrate is a laminate comprising a film layer and a nonwoven layer and the first 
graphic is printed on the film layer and the second graphic is printed on the film layer (figure 2, 
adhesive inks '16,' figure 3, and example 1, column 10, 1 39-49). 
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Insofar as Brandon and Yeo are analogous arts from the same field of endeavor of absorbent 
article processing and graphics it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the method as taught by Brandon to include printing the 
first and second graphics on either or both the film layer or the nonwoven layer, whichever is 
desired by the manufacturer, distributor, or customer. This would have been an obvious 
adjustment to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to create variation within 
the final absorbent article product produced. 

Regarding claim 22, Brandon teaches a method of distributing customized products to different 
customers comprising: supplying a moving substrate (figure 5, moving substrate '66,') to a first 
converting operation (figure 5, moving substrate '66,' and column 2, 1 24-32, and column 13, 1 
15-19); 

printing at least one first graphic on the moving substrate, the first graphic being substantially 
uniform to all customers (figure 1, registered graphic '38'); supplying the moving substrate with 
the first graphic (registered graphic '38') to a second converting operation (column 2, 1 32-35); 
and printing (column 12, 1 25-27) a plurality of second graphics on the moving substrate, the 
plurality of second graphics being customized for specific customers (column 6, 1 50-51, (a 
plurality of distinct graphics)). The examiner notes that it would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Brandon's method in order to customize the 
distinct plurality of graphics for specific customers, and to distribute the substrate to customers. 
This would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art since it is extraordinarily well 
known to customize and distribute products to meet specific customer needs and therefore 
produce a more profitable and marketable product. 

Brandon fails to teach, but Yeo teaches, contact printing (column 10, 1 46-48, flexographic 
printing press) and non-contact printing (column 9, 1 7-10). 

4. Claims 14-17, and 21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yeo 
(US Patent No. 5503076) and further in view of Olson et al. (US Patent No. 6297424). 
Regarding claim 14, Yeo teaches, a method of printing an outer cover for an absorbent article, 
comprising: 
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supplying a moving first substrate (column 10, lines 41-42, (100 feet per minute) to a first 
printing operation, the first moving substrate comprising a film (column 10, example 1, lines 39- 
49); 

contact printing at least one first graphic (figure 3) on the first moving substrate in the first 
printing operation using a gravure roll printer or flexographic printer (column 10, 1 47 and 
column 9, lines 1-6); 

laminating a second moving substrate (figure 2, facing layer ' 12') to the first moving substrate to 
form an outer cover (figure 2, composite '10'), the second moving substrate comprising a 
nonwoven web and the outer cover defining a width (column 2, 1 42-48); 
supplying the outer cover to a second printing operation [column 8, 1 42-48, (to apply one or 
more of the inks to the facing layer in addition to or in lieu of the substrate layer), (the examiner 
interprets the 'in addition to' as indicating that Yco teaches applying the printing operation (inks) 
to the outer cover (composite '10') as well as to the substrate layer '14' if such is desired) and 
column 12, claim 1, lines 10-11 (sequentially printing a second colored adhesive ink onto a 
surface of a fibrous nonwoven web facing layer), and column 3, lines 33-43)]; 
non-contact printing at least one second graphic [figures 1 and 3, (the examiner notes that several 
different graphics (moon, star, sun, duck, music note, etc.) are present in figure 3)) on the outer 
cover in the second printing operation using an ink jet printer (column 9, lines 7-10, (ink jet 
printing)); and joining the outer cover with an absorbent and a liner to produce an absorbent 
article (column 3, 1 44-60). 

Yeo fails to objectively disclose, but Olson teaches, the first graphic spanning at least 60% of the 
width of the outer cover and being visible to the naked eye, the second graphic being positioned 
within the center third of the width of the outer cover and being visible to the naked eye (Olson, 
figures 5 and 6, clearly indicate several graphics ('92,' '94,' '96,' and '100') which span at least 
60% of the width of the outer cover and being visible to the naked eye); 

Insofar as Yeo and Olson are analogous arts from the same field of endeavor of absorbent article 
processing and graphics, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the method as taught by Yeo to include the method as taught 
by Olson of allowing the first graphic to span minimally 60% of the width of the outer covering. 
This would have been an obvious adjustment to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to permit 
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better visibility of the graphic for the wearer and to improve appearance of the absorbent article. 
Regarding claims 15 and 16, Olson teaches, wherein the absorbent article has a front waist 
region, a back waist region, and a crotch region connecting the front waist region and the back 
waist region, and the second graphic is positioned within the front waist region or the back waist 
region (figures 5 and 6). 

Regarding claim 17, Olson teaches, wherein the absorbent article has a front waist region, a back 
waist region, and a crotch region connecting the front waist region and the back waist region, 
further comprising two or more second graphics, at least one second graphic positioned within 
the front waist region and at least one second graphic positioned within the back waist region 
[figures 1-6, (the examiner notes that there are several graphics depicted within figures 1-6, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to position the 
graphics on either the front waist region, back waist region, or both according to the final 
appearance desired, as taught by Olson), (column 7, line 48 thru column 8, 1 34, particularly 
column 8, lines 7-17)]. 

Regarding claim 2 1 , Yeo teaches a method of printing an outer cover for an absorbent article, 
comprising: 

laminating a first substrate comprising film to a second substrate comprising a nonwoven 
(column 10, example 1) to form an outer cover (figure 2, composite '10'), the outercover 
defining a film side (figure 2, facing layer ' 12'), a nonwoven side opposite the film side (figure 
2, substrate layer '14') and a width (figures 1 and 2); 

supplying the outer cover to a printing process and contact printing (column 9, 1 1-6) at least one 
first graphic on the nonwoven side, supplying the outer cover to a converting operation, the 
converting operation combining the outer cover with an absorbent assembly to form an absorbent 
article (column 3, lines 44-60); Yeo teaches non-contact printing (column 9, 1 7-10). Yeo fails 
to teach, but Olson teaches at least one second graphic on the nonwoven side in the converting 
operation, the first graphic spanning at least 60% of the width of the outer cover and being 
visible to the naked eye, the second graphic being positioned within the center third of the width 
of the outer cover, and both first and second graphics being visible to the naked eye (Olson, 
figures 5 and 6, clearly indicate several graphics ('92,' '94,' '96,' and '100') which span at least 
60% of the width of the outer cover and being visible to the naked eye); 
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Insofar as the combined references are analogous arts from the same field of endeavor of 
absorbent article processing and graphics, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to have combined the method as taught by Yeo to include the 
method as taught by Olson of allowing the first graphic to span minimally 60% of the width of 
the outer covering. This would have been an obvious adjustment to one of ordinary skill in the 
art in order to permit better visibility of the graphic for the wearer and to improve appearance of 
the absorbent article. 

5. Claims 4, 6, 9, and 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Brandon et al. (US Patent No. 5766389) and Yeo (US Patent No. 5503076), according to claim 
1, as referenced above, and further in view of Olson et al. (US Patent No. 6297424). 
Regarding claim 4, Brandon and Yeo teach the limitations of claim 1 , but fails to teach and 
Olson teaches wherein the first graphic and second graphic jointly form a story line (column 3, 1 
55-57). 

Insofar as Brandon, Yeo, and Olson are analogous arts from the same field of endeavor of 
absorbent article processing and graphics, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to have combined the method as taught by Brandon and Yeo 
to include the method as taught by Olson of allowing the first graphic wherein the first graphic 
and second graphic jointly form a story line. This would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention, since it would encourage the wearer to progress in the 
toilet training program(01son, column 4, 1 33-35). 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, Brandon and Yeo teach the limitations of claim 1, but fails to teach, 
and Olson discloses, wherein the second graphic at least partially overprints the first graphic 
(Olson, column 5, 1 1-35); and wherein the first graphic and the second graphic jointly form a 
master graphic (Olson, figures 4-6). Insofar as the combined references are analogous arts from 
the same field of endeavor of absorbent article processing and graphics, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have combined the 
method as taught by Brandon and Yeo to include the method as taught by Olson to include 
partial overprint of various graphics as depicted in figures 1,5, and 6, if desired in order to create 
'interactively interrelated' story lines (column 5, 1 3) and to create a master graphic. This would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to promote toilet training progress 
for the wearer (column 4, 1 27-40). 

Regarding claim 6, Brandon and Yeo teach the limitations of claim 1, as referenced above, but 
fail to disclose, and Olson teaches, further comprising: printing at least one third graphic on the 
moving substrate, wherein at least a portion of the third graphic at least partially overprints the 
first graphic (column 5, 1 1-35, (the examiner notes that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include partial overprint of various 
graphics as depicted in figures 1, 5, and 6, if desired in order to create 'interactively interrelated' 
story lines (column 5, 1 3)). Brandon and Olson fail to teach, but Yeo teaches non-contact 
printing (column 9, 1 7-10). Insofar as the combined references are analogous arts from the same 
field of endeavor of absorbent article processing and graphics, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of printing a moving substrate as taught 
by Brandon and Yeo, to include non-contact printing as taught by Yeo, in that it is well known 
and conventional in the printing art to use non-contact printing such as ink jet printing equipment 
(Yeo, column 8, lines 49-52). 

6. Claims 18-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brandon et al 
(US Patent No.5766389) and Yeo (US Patent No. 5503076) and further in view of Olson et al. 
(US Patent No. 6297424). 

Regarding claim 18, Brandon teaches a method of minimizing substrate printing waste, 
comprising: supplying a moving substrate (figure 5, moving substrate '66') to a first converting 
operation (column 2, lines 24-32, and column 13, lines 15-19); 

printing a plurality distinct graphics (column 6, 1 50-51) on a moving substrate; supplying the 
moving substrate to a second converting operation (column 2, 1 32-35); 
Brandon fails to teach, but Yeo teaches, contact printing (column 10, 1 46-48, flexographic 
printing press) and non-contact printing (column 9, 1 7-10). 

Brandon fails to teach, but Olson teaches, printing with absence advertisements (column 3, 1 67, 
(advertising)) and at least partially overprinting second graphics on at least some of the absence 
advertisements, wherein a failure to print a second graphic on an absence advertisement results 
in the absence advertisement remaining visible on the substrate (Olson, column 5, 1 1-35). 
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Applicants' intended use of the graphic as an absence advertisement does not distinguish, absent 
further definition. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, Olson teaches joining the substrate to an absorbent and to a liner to 
form an absorbent article (figures 1-6, and column 1, line 62 thru column 2, line 2), the absence 
advertisement forming part of an interactive game or contest involving the user of the absorbent 
article (column 3, 1 65 thru column 4, 1 6, and column 5, 1 55, 'text message'); 
further comprising joining the substrate with an absorbent and a liner to form an absorbent 
article, the absence advertisement conveying contact information to a consumer of the absorbent 
article (column 5, 1 48-64). 

Insofar as the references combined are analogous, from the same field of endeavor of absorbent 
article processing and graphics, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the references above to include the method as taught 
by Olson of printing with absence advertisements. This would have been an obvious 
improvement to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to promote product marketing and sales. 

7. Claim 23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brandon et al. (US 
Patent No. 5766389) and Yeo (US Patent No. 5503076), according to claim 22, as referenced 
above, and further in view of Olson et al. (US Patent No. 6297424). 

Regarding claim 23, Brandon and Yeo teach the method of claim 22, but fails to teach, and 
Olson discloses, wherein the customized second graphics being different languages for 
geographically differentiated customers (column 3, line 67 thru column 4, line 6, (particular 
culture)). Insofar as the combined references are analogous arts from the same field of endeavor 
of absorbent article processing it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the references such that the customized graphics 
being in different languages in order to market the absorbent product to a broader pool of 
potential customers. 

8. Claim 24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brandon et al. (US 
Patent No. 5766389) and Yeo, (US Patent No. 5503076), according to claim 22, as referenced 
above, and further in view of Casagrande (US Patent No. 6322655). 

Regarding claim 24, Brandon and Yeo teach the limitations of claim 22, as referenced above, but 
fail to teach, and Casagrande discloses wherein the customized second graphics being different 
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indicia for business customers [Casagrande, Abstract, 1 1-7, (laminated article to be customized 
or personalized), column 9, 1 23-35, and column 12, 1 1-5, (carrier '33' may also be a planar 
sheet of polymeric material), (the examiner interprets a planar sheet of polymeric material to be 
equivalent and to form the same function as a nonwoven web or moving substrate material, 
furthermore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Casagrande's method to be applied to a nonwoven web or outer cover material)]. Insofar 
as the combined references are analogous arts from the same field of endeavor of graphic and 
indicia application methods it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the references to include the business indicia graphic as 
taught by Casagrande in order to promote marketing of the final absorbent article product. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick G. Rodgers whose telephone number is (571)270-5046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0730-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Philip C. Tucker can be reached on (571) 272-1095. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



